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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is interested in promoting public 
interest in the appreciation, study and conservation of our natural 
heritage. Meetings are held monthly from September to May inclusive 
and visitors are always welcome. Outdoor field events are scheduled 
throughout the year. 

MEMBERSHIPS fall into the following categories: Life - #200.00; 
Contributing — #20.00; Active — #10.00; Joint (husband and wife) — 
#12.00; Student - #3.00; Corresponding (residing over 20 miles from 
Hamilton) and Senior Citizens - #5.00. Further information is avail¬ 
able from our Membership Secretary, Barry Cherriere, 506-575 Queonston 
Road, Hamilton, Ont. L8K 1K1 or phone 560-7476. 


REMINDER: Quj. annua j_ member's night is scheduled for Monday May 4, 1981. 

If you have a display or short presentation to share with the club, please 
contact our President, Hazel Broker (527-0333). 
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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT 


For the past four years or more several members of the H.N.C, have been 
working on the revision of the club’s constitution and by-laws last drafted 
in 1959. This was no mean task. As a starter Bob Westmore did a massive job 
for us with his suggested outline for change and clarification. From that 
beginning, under Bob Curry as president, a committee involving Marion Shivas 
and Dr. Bert MacLaren with Jim Dowall as chairman and with thb guidance and 
counsel of the club's lawyer, John G, Langs Q.C., drafted and re-drafted. 
Preliminary drafts were presented several times to the executive for discus¬ 
sion and in-put and the final draft of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club By¬ 
law No, 1 and By-law No, 2 was approved by the Directors of the Club at a 
meeting held November 7,1980. You will have received a copy of these By¬ 
laws in the mail. Do study them and be prepared to vote when they will be 
presented to the membership for approval at the meeting on Monday, March 9, 
1381. 

This is a banner year for conferences in Ontario,, , "South of 45" is the 
theme of Canadian Nature Federation's Annual Conference to be held in Guelph, 
May 3-10. An excellent programme of pre-conference and post conference field 
trips has been planned and a wide variety of topics will be presented by the 
speakers at the general meeting’ with Robert Bateman as the banquet speaker. 
Featured speakers at the Federation of'Ontario Naturalists’ 50th Anniversary 
Conference to be held in London, May 22-24, 'l-nclude Mary Ferguson-"Wildflowers 
and insects of Southwestern Ontario"John and Janet Foster-"Encounter with 
Wildlife" and Roger Tory Peterson - "In the Fidld with Roger Tory Peterson", 
Plan to attend .one or both of these conferences. 

Congratulations to the newly formed "Grimsby Hawk Watchers”. Your 
Directors at their February 4th,1981 meeting were thrilled to hear of this 
group and heartily endorsed its formation as' a sub-committee under the sponsor¬ 
ship of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club. Special interest groups, such as this 
' and the already operating "Bluebird Box Builders" are welcome additions to 
the club’S' activities. We would like to welcome others. The scope is endless. 

Madge Gillespie and Jo Harschnitz will be on hand to welcome you to the 
nesy general meeting on March 9,1981. Don’t miss it. 

Hazel Broker 


MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING OF THE HAMILTON NATURALISTS’’ CLUB held on Monday, 
February 9,1981 at Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, Burlington,Ontario at 8 p.m . 

Hazel Broker presiding at the General Meeting welcomed over 120 members 
and guests. 

She thanked Lydia Hamilton and Evelyn Morris for greeting members and 
guests and Janet Forbes, Mary .Pomfret,Donald Reid and Phyllis Vair for pro¬ 
viding slides for the foyer, presentation. 

Hazel Broker thanked Bruce Harschnitz for his leadership on yesterday's 
Ski and Snowshoe Hike in Beverly Swamp. Bruce reported 7 participants on 
this outing. 

Announcements were made of upcoming meetings and,conferences of,interest 
to naturalists and Hazel informed the membership that they would be receiving 
in the near future, a copy of the proposed Hamilton Naturalists' Club By-law 
No. 1 and By-law No. 2 which Ttfill be presented for ratification at the next 
general meeting to be held March 9,1981, 

• ’ (continued on page 108) 
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* MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING M ONTHLY GENERAL MEETIN G | 

* 
* 
* 
* 
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TIME 

PLACE 

SPEAKERS 


VISITORS WELCOME 


MONDAY, MARCH 9, 1901 at 8:00 P,M . 

Royal Botanical Gardens Centre Auditorium 
680 Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario 


HAZEL BROKER & PH Y LLIS VAIR will present their program * 


on 


'' AUSTRALIA , LAND O F CONTRASTS '' 

While March winds howl, come inside with Hazel and 
Phyllis to the down under land basking in the warmth 
of its late summer and early fall. Both avid members 
of our club, they will tell us first hand of their 
experiences on a recent trip to Australia. Plan to 
attend and bring a friend along too. 

Next Meeting: Monday, April 13, 1981 


*^.v,:-i:-***-:H;Hf^:-*****#*********rr*-,-**iM:-*«Hf**-:f**>******#*************-><-*****- i? *- x '^' 5f *' } '******* 

CLUB FIELD EVENTS MAR/APR/01 CLUB FIELD EVENTS 


Saturday, Feb, 28 1;00 p.m . 

Owl Prowl - A chance to observe owls and other birds wintering in our area. 
Pack a snack for supper and plan to stay out until 7:00 p.m. Meet at 
Dundurn Castle Parking lot 

Leader: Bob Curry 648-6895 


Sunday March 15,1981 8;30 a.m. to Noon 

Beginner’s Bird Hike at Christie Outdoor Education Centre. This will be 
a bird identification hike for beginners. Bird field guides and binoculars 
will be supplied for those who need them. Meet at 8:30 a.m. at the Uni¬ 
versity Plaza in Dundas. 

Leader: John Heaslip 627-3280 


Sunday, March 29 ,1981 8;00 a.m . 

Long Point Waterfowl Migratio n - Ducks,geese and swans should be moving 
through in great numbers. Bring a lunch. Meet at Mountain Plaza,Upper 
James and Fennel, Hamilton, 

Leader: Barry Jones 1-519-586-3647 


Wednesday, April 15,1981 7;00 p.m . 

Amphibian Song Hike - Hear spring peepers, wood frogs and hope to find the 
very rare Jefferson’s Salamanders, and others. Bring rubber boots. Meet 
at parking lot corner of Main St.,(Hwy. #8) and Governor's Road,Dundas. 
Leader; Bruce MacKenzie 659-7328 


Saturday, April 18,1981 8;00 a.m . 

Spring Hawk Watch - Learn to identify these birds of prey on their noi*thern 
migration. Meet at Eastgate Square parking lot(south-east corner) at 
8;00 a.m. or at Beamer Point Conservation Area parking lot above Grimsby 
at 8:30 a.m. 

Leader: Jim Dowall 529-9109 


Saturday, April 25 &. May 2,1981 

Canoe Outings: Watch April Wood Duck for details or call Dean Gugler at 
528-7169 
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SANCTUARY HEWS 


SANCTUARY NEWS 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


* 

W ORKSHOP at SHORT HILLS WILDERNESS AREA Sanctuary * 

on * 

SAT URDAY. APRIL 4. 1981 * 

* 

Please plan to attend and bring pruning shears, loppers, * 
hand axes, saws, etc., with which to clear trails. * 

Ribbon will be provided to mark the trails. * 

Meet at Eastgate Shopping Mall at the northwest corner 
of Main Street East and Centennial Drive at 8:30 A.M. 
or - plan to be at front of Sanctuary at 10:00 A.M. 
****************************** 


Your Sanctuary Committee members will visit there mid-March in preparation 
and review for the Workshop Day. Very little trail clearing has been done at 
this Sanctuary in recent years. It is, therefore, very much overgrown and 
while this tends to self-protect it from abuse, we feel that the trails need 
delineation. 

Marion S. Shivas, Director - 

Sanctuary Committee 


* * * 

Minutes of General Meeting, Feb. 9. 1981 - (cont'd from page 106) 

Bruce Duncan introduced our speakers for the evening, club members Barry 
Cherriere and Ronald Ridout. 

Barry's and Ron's excellent slide presentation entitled "A Trip to Texas 
took us on a birding expedition across the Edwards Plateau, down the Lower Rio 
Grande Valley from Loredo to Brownsville and up the coast to Galveston. With 240- 
( 250 species possible in late March and early April, Barry and Ron shared with us 
the excitement of adding lifers' to the list at every turn. They took us to a 
great variety of habitats and their excellent close-up photography gave us an opp¬ 
ortunity to study the diagnostic features of amny birds which one can only glimpse 
fleetingly in the field. 

Bob Curry thanked Barry and Ron for a very informative and interesting pres¬ 
entation. 

Hazel Broker announced that Social Convenor, Shirley Klement has had the mis¬ 
fortune to break a wrist. We wish her a speedy recovery. Charlie Zimmerman, 
assisted by Vi Chornook and Edith Lawrence served coffee and donuts after the 
Programme. 

Hazel Broker, President & Acting Secretary 


A. SPECIAL PUBLIC FORUM 
in memory of June Ruddoch 

Co-sponsored by the Federation of Ontario Naturalists and the Sierra 
Club of Ontario. 

"ENDANGERED SPECIES IN ONTARIO" 
featuring 

FRED BODSWORTH: well-known naturalist and author 
LLOYD ECKEL: from the Ministry of Natural Resources 

MONTE HUMMELL: Executive Director of the World Wildlife Fund (Canada) 

FREE ADMISSION : Room N-201, OISE - 252 Bloor Street West, Toronto 
Wednesday March 11 , 1981 - 8:00 p.m. 

Advance information from Ron Reid, phone 444-8419- 
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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING OF THE HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB held on Monday, 
January 12,19G1 at Royal Botanical Gardena Centre,Burlington, Ontario at G p.m . 

Hazel Broker, President welcomed 1.00 members and guests to the first meeting 
of the new year. 

Hazel announced that Margaret Firth was in the process of reorganizing the 
name tags, 

Shirley and Aubrey Tate were thanked for acting as greeters for the evening. 

George North reported a total of ninety-five species sighted in the recent 
bird count. Some of the more noteworthy species mentioned were os follows: 
Bohemian and Cedar Waxwings, Savanna Sparrow, Caspian tern, Eastern Phoebe, 
Boreal Chickadee, 


Bob Curry was thanked for leading the January 4,outing in spite of the intensely 
cold weather. The heavy mist on the lake rendered any lurking ducks totally 
invisible. As a result an escarpment area was visited. Here a good number of 
robins and snow buntings were seen. 

A reminder was given that the next field trip was to be on Saturday January 
17th, not Sunday as printed in the brochure. 

At this point attention was drawn to the Robert MacLaren Memorial plaque, 
on display in the foyer. The donor, John Carey was thanked for his contri¬ 
bution , 

Also on display was a sample of an excellent bird seed mixture available from 
the Bogle farm, located on the 7th concession of We3t Flamborough,approximately 
five miles north of Clappisons Corners, Price-$15.95 for a 100 pound(45.4okg,) 
bag. 

Concern was expressed over violation of environmental hearing rules with 
regard to the South Cayuga Liquid Industrial Waste Dump Site. A petition 
supporting the position taken by Haldimand-Norfoik Regional Council that the 
Province of Ontario not proceed with the Liquid Waste Treatment Facility in 
South Cayuga without study under the Environmental Assessment Act and an 
Independent public hearing by the Environmental Assessment Board was presented 
and made available for members to sign. This will be forwarded to Mr. Keith 
Richardson, Regional Chairman,Municipality of Haldimand-Norfolk. 

At this point, Norm Ralston introduced our guest speaker, Daryl Cowell of 
Environment Canada, His talk, illustrated with numbrous excellent slides of 
maps, terrain flora and fauna was entitled "Ecological Land Survey of the 
Hudson Bay Lowland Coastal Zone." Afterwards he was thanked by Bob Doering, 

Just before adjourning the meeting at 9:40, Hazel thanked the following 
people for submitting slides for the evening's foyer display: Bob Doering, 

Ed Ellis, Marvin Grove and Bob Newell, 

At the last minute Mrs. Eilene Kennedy of Waterdown had a few further comments 
of the Liquid Waste Disposal Site. She had heard that the Ontario Federation 
of Agriculture and other groups were coming together to form an advisory 
committee to advise the Environmental Committee, 

The meeting then adjourned to the foyer for refreshments, conversacion,and 
viewing of slides. 
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MOUNTSBERG BIRDDANDING PROJECT 
(reprinted from The Flamborough Review, Wed. Dec.10,1900) 

One of the most significant birdbanding and information gathering pro¬ 
jects under way is at the Mountsberg Wildlife Centre, sponsored by the Halton 
Region Conservation Authority and in conjunction with the University of 
Guelph, The birdbanding project at Mountsberg is unique, in that the infor¬ 
mation gathered is sent to the University of Guelph to be processed through 
a computer. This computerized birdbanding system was developed by Tony 
Salvadori, a professor of computer Sciences at the University. The program 
was designed to store and analyse data gathered by birdbanders in a rapid 
and efficient manner, The new computerized system is now used by 70 per cent 
of both professional and amateur ornithologists. According to Salvadori, 
Mountsberg is one of the top ten birdbanding centres in North America , where 
3,000 to 10,000 birds have been banded annually since the program was initi¬ 
ated in February, 1976. 

The initial data collecting effort begins at Mountsberg. Waterfowl 
are trapped in cages in the reservoir while smaller songbirds are captured 
in nylon ’mist nets'. These birds are then banded with an aluminum ring 
etched with a serial number and a request that the banH, if found, be sent 
to Washington,D.C. The age, sex, wing length, weight and location are 
recorded on a master sheet before being sent to the University where the data 
is fed into the computer. Tapes of this information are forwarded to Wash¬ 
ington where all North American bird data is stored. 

Speaking on the importance of the Centre as a bird sanctuary, Salvadori 
said, "We know birds that use Mountsberg have migrated either to Greenland 
South America or the Pacific Coast, Birds with Mountsberg bands have been 
recovered as far south as Surninam in South America, A snow bunting was 
identified from Iceland and a blue-winged teal was caught in New Brunswick. 

Mountsberg has become, in a short period of time, very important 
to the total ecological system in Southern Ontario." It is only through 
continued research with support from the 5,000 volunteer birdbanders and 
programs such as at Mountsberg that someday, the mystery of birds may be 
revealed. 

(contributed by Ina Vrugtman) 


HAMILTON AREA BIRD OF-TIIE-MONTII 

by Bob Curry 

I thought it might be fun to designate a bird-of-the-month. Thi3 would be 
the bird which each calendar month caused the greatest interest and 
excitement in our reporting area. The very rarest bird might not make it 
if it were only seen by one or two observers - thus not creating the stir 
referred to above. Also less rare birds could be candidates by virtue of 
peculiar situations or spectacular numbers. I can do this by myself but 
if you feel I may overlook something by all means give me a call. 

TUFTED DUCIC January 1931 

Tljis may well be bird-of-the-year. Kevin McLaughlin found it in his 
favourite birding haunt, the East End of Hamilton Bay. Between Saturday, 
January 24 and the end of the month this fine drake Eurasian species was 
observed by over 100 birders from all over the province. 

The only other record I know of for Ontario wa3 a female seen in Hamilton 
Bay in March 1956 by George ‘North and Bert MacLaren, I can only find 
references to 5 other observations of Tufted Duck in Eastern North America 
away from the Atlantic Seaboard over the last 10 years. 

With this species there is always the possibility of escape from waterfowl 
collections. However, the majority opinion would seem to hold that this 
bird and the others are genuine strays, perhaps travelling with scaup from 
Alaska. 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF A TUFTED DUCK 

by Margaret Mackenzie 

The feeling had been growing for almost two years, but so slowly and so 
subtly that it did not reach my conscience until that special Sunday in 
January. There had been an early morning fog which left all the trees and 
bushes heavily laced with frost, one of those beautiful, picture book winter 
mornings. I had planned to spend the day chasing fluffy fluff from under my 
bed and removing the dust from my furniture - layer by layer! But who could 
resist the call of the out-of-doors on 3uch a glorious day? Certainly not 
someone who needs as small an excuse as I do. Trading dust rag and mop ror 
camera, binoculars, and bird book, I drove out to Taquanyah Nature Centre to 
tramp through the recently decorated woods. 

On my arrival, Bruce Duncan mentioned the rare sighting of a creature caller 
a tufted duck in Hamilton Bay, He said it was probably still there if I wanted 
to see it, Hamilton Bay? No thanks, I thought, as I looked longingly at the 
frosted woods. On such a day, who would want to drive all the way to Hamilton 
Bay just to see some lost duck with a tuft on its head? Snowshoes tucked under 
my arm, I headed for the woods. They were every bit as beautiful as I had 
hoped, but the more I hiked, the more I kept thinking about this rare sighting. 
What had Bruce said? Only been reported a couple of times before in this area? 
Suddenly, 1 knew who wanted to drive all the way to Hamilton Bay to see it - 
I did! Completing the trail at a brisk trot (not an easy feat for one as inex¬ 
perienced on snowshoes as I am) I hustled back to the nature centre to confirm 
directions to the bay. 

My mind was working overtime on the drive there. Maybe I'll be too late. 
Maybe it has flown away. What if no one else is there - will I be able to pick 
it out? What if every birder in Southern Ontario is there? Will I be able to p 
get close enough to the viewing spot to make a sighting? 

In actual fact, there were about eight other people there when I arrived. 

As a fellow newcomer commented, "There must be tufted ducks all over the place. 
Everyone is looking in a different direction." But the sad truth was that no on; 
had picked it up in their "scope". As we looked through the fog into the sun¬ 
light, there seemed to be thousands of ducks, all looking depressingly similar. 
Despite the fact that with my ancient binoculars and dismal lack of knowledge, 
the wee beastie would have to be carrying a large sign for me to identify it, 

I dutifully scanned the water. Finally, after about twenty minutes had passed, 
and I had begun to see imaginary tufts sprouting out of the head of every duck 
that swam, someone shouted, "I've got it." Soon every "scope" on shore had 
the celebrity in its sight. Time after time, I took my place in line at one 
of the "scopes". Time after time, the elusive duck seemed to swim out of view 
just as ri>t was my turn. It seemed everyone had seen him but me. I felt the 
panic rising. Though everyone was helpful lining up the "scopes" so that I 
would not go away without my sighting, I felt destined for failure, jt'st as 
I was ready to lie and say I sow him so that the others wouldn't have to try 

so hard for me - there he was, that special lost duck with the tuft on his head, 

He was beautiful. He was one among thousands. He was my first rare sighting. 
And that is when I was aware it had happened, I had become a birder, and life 
will never be quite the same! _ 

C OLOUR-MARKED SNOW BUNTINGS Although it is late in the winter, birders are 
asked to watch for colour-marked snow buntings. An Ontario-wide banding and 
colour-marking project is underway to attempt to ascertain numbers and move¬ 
ments of these birds. Birds are marked with one colour on the flight feathers 

of each wing. Please report the colour, location of the bird, date and time, 
and if possible the number of other snow buntings in the flock. Sightings 
should be sent to - Bird Banding Office, Canadian Wildlife Service, Dept, of 
the Environment, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0E7 
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HERMIT THRUSH, RODINS AMD BLUEBIRDS - ON JANUARY 17? 

by Hazel Broker 

After the cold snappy sub-zero weather of early January, the 17th seemed 
absolutely balmy as sixteen of us set off to explore the North Shore Trails 
of the R.B.G* Tree Sparrows, Juncos and Chickadees were coining to the 
Nature Interpretive Centre feeder and a White-breasted Nutchatch had found 
a feeder on the trail to Hickory Valley, A Hermit Thrush in Hickory Valley 
was our first surprise, and who would expect to hear the comment "Oh,there's 
another Robin" at this time of year, but Robins proved to be the most 
common bird, feeding on the still plentiful supply of berries and on the 
fruits of the flowering crabs in the arboretum plantings. 

The Gray Doe tnail was excellent for tree identification, Specimensare 
named and there are many varieties. With the leaves gone, we could con¬ 
centrate on the bark and the branching pattern. Red and White Oaks were 
close by for comparison as were the two Ironwoods, Blue Beech and Hop-horn¬ 
beam, The tight, ridged barks of the Walnut Butternut and White Ash con¬ 
trasted greatly with the loose bark of the nearby Shagbark Hickory, For 
beauty of pattern, the Juneberry or Serviceberry took the prize. Red and 
Sugar Maplel, White and Yellow Birch, American Beech, Black Willow, Black 
Cherry, Large-toothed Aspen, White Elm and White Pine were found along this 
trail and on the way down to the rpatsh we stopped to admire a large Flowering 
Dogwood. Blue Jays called overhead. 

From the marsh boardwalk area- Song Sparrow in a nearby Thicket - we 
hiked westward over the ice and stopped for lunch among the willows along 
the shore, A Cottontail Rabbit left its hiding place under the roots just 
as we were ready to set off again, A red-tailed Hawk soared overhead. 

Up the Hopkins Creek valley and then along the hydro line corridor to 
the pine plantations, walking was not difficult because of the light snow 
cover. Wild cucumber vines were much in evidence and we came across a large 
stand of sensitive Fern, the fertile fronds visible above th snow. 

The thrill of the day awaited us in the vale between the pine plantatioi 
Not just one, but three bluebirds(two moles and a female) in beautiful 
plumage moved back and forth among the trees giving us ample opportunity 
to observe them. Wild grape and buckthorn seemed to be providing the food 
in this area, 

Brian Pomfret could find no owls for us in the pines but we did add 
Brown Creeper, Downy Woodpecker and Cardinal to the day's list plus House 
Sparrows, Starlings and a Crow near the Hopkins Court Subdivision. 

Cross-country skiers were enjoying the trails as we hiked northward 
to the Bruce Trail Blue Trail which took us back to the Arboretum Parking 
lot. Tracks indicated that deer are enjoying the apples on the trees along 
the Homestead Trail but we were not fortunate enough to see these animals. 
Good weather, good birding (16 species) and good companions added up to a 
great day for us all. 


REPORT ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONFER ENCE ON THE PRO TECTION OF N ATUR AL 
AREAS IN ONTARIO held at York University April 12th 1980 is now available. 
Send cheque for $6.50 payable to Environmental Studies, York University to 
Suzanne Barrett, Faculty of Environmental Studies, Yoik University,4700 
Keele Street, Downsview, Ontario M3J 2R2 


COLLATING SCHEDULE; Please note that the following members are scheduled for 

Monday Mar. 23, at the home of Shiela Forbes, at 7 p.m. 
Phyllis Vair, Joan Page, Ruth Lonz, Mrs. Ford Smith and Chloe Earle. 
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LONG POINT CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT - 1980 


Count area is a 15 mile diameter circle centred on Long Point Inner 
Bay and touching if ormandale,St. Williams Forestry Station,Brown 1 s Goose 
Sanctuary, and Long Point Beach as far out as Ryerson Island. Thisarea was 
divided into 16 sections with 59 people participating and counting all the 
birds seen in each area. Any inevitable overlapping was taken into account 
when compiling, especially with such noticeable and wider-ranging species 
as Crow, Blue Heron and Canada Goose, 

Traditionally Ontario's highest, the species count December 20 was 96, 
slightly below norrnal(from 1967 on we have averaged over 9o with over 100 
on four occasions). Over the years we have counted 161 species. 

Conditions: mostly clear skies, 7 to 18 degrees F.,winds NWl0-20m.p.h. 
snow cover light, ponds and streams frozen, wild food crop good. 

Count: Common Loon 1; Great Blue Heron 12; American Bittern l;Mute Swan 4, 
Whistling Swan 248;Canada Goose 3300; Snow Goose l;Mallard 210;Black Duck 87, 
Pintail 1; Redhead 10;Canvasback 52,Ring-necked Duck 2; Greater Scaup 26; 

Lesser Scaup 1; Common Goldeneye 99; Bufflehead 6; Hooded Merganser 2;Common 
Merganser 196; Goshawk 1; Sharp-shinned Hawk 8;Red-tailed Hawk 36;Rough-legged 
Hawk 5; Bald Eagle 1; Marsh Hawk 8; Gyrfalcon 1(0.R.,J.C.,J.D.-first for count) 
Kestrel 10; ruffed Grouse 81;Pheasant l;Virginia Rail 3; Coot 7;Killdeer 2; 
Snipe 1; Great Black-backed Gull 7; Herring Gull 57;Ring-billed Gull 5; 
Bonaparte's Gull 3; Rock Dove 181; Mourning Dove 203;Screech Owl 2; Great 
Horned Owl 16; Snowy Owl 2; Long-eared Owl l;Kingfisher 5; Flicker 16;Pile~ 
ated Woodpecker 4; Red-bellied Woodpecker 1;Red-headed Woodpecker 8;Hairy 
Woodpecker 25; Downy Woodpecker 106; Phoebe 1; Horned Lark 34;Blue Jay 284; 

Crow 272 ; Black-capped Chickadee 7 53; White-breasted Nuthatch 43; Red-breasted 
Nuthatch 21; Brown Creeper 22; House Wren 2; Winter Wren 17; Carolina Wren 1; 
Mockingbird 1; Robin 21; Hermit Thrush 7; Golden-crowned Kinglet 146; Ruby- 
crowned Kinglet 6; Cedar Waxwing 178 ; Northern Shrike 1; Starling 477; Yellow- 
rumped Warbler 30; Yellowthroat 5; House Sparrow 1049; Eastern Meadowlark 1; 
Red-winged Blackbird 380; Rusty Blackbird 22; Graclcle 391;Cowbird 573 ; 

Cardinal 126; Evening Grosbeak 238; Purple Finch 18; Pine Grosbeak l;Redpoll 2; 
Pine Siskin 284; Goldfinch 97; White-winged Crossbill 10; Towhee 2; Junco 439 ; r 
Tree Sparrow 977; Chipping Sparrow 1; Field Sparrow 30; White-throated Spairow 
220; Fox Sparr ow 1; Swamp Sparrow 330; Song Sparrow 172; Lapland Longspur 1; 
Snow Buting 1058. 

Participants: Riza Armour, Max Alton,Harry Barrett,Ross Bateman,Michael 
Bradstreet, Carla Carlson, Ralph Cartar, Jerry Chappie, Michael Clark,Bob 
Copeland, Dave Copeland, Rob Copeland, John Cooper, Bill Crins,Gary Crossman, 
Bob Curry, Jim Dowall,Gerry Duncan, Erica Dunn, Mary Dyer,Verne Evans, Luc 
Fazio, Dave Fiddler, Matt Fiddler, Tony Harold, Brian Hills, David Hussell, 

R.on Jasiuk, Mark Jennings, Barry Jones (Compiler), Eric Jones, Richard Knap ton, 
Anne Lambert, John Lamey,Tony Mason,Kevin McL oughlin, R.andy Moibi, Richard 
Mooi, Erica Nol, Cathleen Pickard, Brian Ratcliff, Orval Reynolds, Ron Ridout, 
Chris Risley Mike Scuse, Joanne Sideras, Merle Smith,Rick Snider, Bob Stamp, 
Gudi Thistlewood, Jon Vandermeer, Peter Verburg, Rob Waldhuber, Don Walker, 
Emilie White, Pam White, Gerry Whitworth, Alan Wormington, Peter Wukasch. 


NOTE : A new compiler is needed for next year's count-December 19,1981. Barry 
Jones has found his work interferes too much with being able to do a 
proper job and would greatly appreciate being relieved of this obli¬ 
gation. Wwite or phone Box 1406,Port Rowan, Ontario N0A 1N0 


Telephone 1-519-583-1407 
****** ******* -- 


**************** 


AUDUBON WILDLIFE FILM : Tuesday, March 17 at the R.B.G. Auditorium. Walter H. Berlet 
will present American Heartland: The Great River Stoiy. Tickets sold at the door. 
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1 980 PHEN0L0GICAL SUMMARY 

by Ron Hepworth 

The winter of 1980 will probably be remembered as the winter with no snow 
or at least very little snow cover for most of the winter. Many expected that 
an early spring would naturally follow but a severe cold period around the first 
of March turned things around. In fact, the "start" of spring — the period from 
which consistent thawing temperatures were recorded — was delayed until about 
March 14, about 14 days behind the normal for this area (Feb. 27/28). 

Breakup along the Bronte Creek was first observed on March 17 and the frost 
was out of our garden about April 2 / 3 . The first Western Chorus Progs were heard 
from Burloak Drive on April 3 (ll days late) and the first American Toads followed 
on April 21. 

Among the first trees to respond to the warming temperatures were the willows. 
The first fleecy white fingers on the weeping willow buds were noticed about 
March 22/24 followed by the Black Willow on April 7. 

Some of the first flowering dates of the early species observed in the Bronte 
area are recorded below: 


Coltsfoot 

Apr. 

4 

Dandelion 

Apr. 29 

Silver Maple 

Apr. 

4/5 

Yellow Trout Lily 

Apr. 29/30 

American Elm 

Apr. 

12/13 

Wood Anemone 

(Apr. 30) 

Hepatica 

Apr. 

13 

White Trillium 

May 1 

Scilla (in woods) 

Apr. 

16/17 

Sugar Maple 

May l/2 

Wild Ginger 

Apr. 

17 

Pussy Toes 

May 2 

Spring Beauty 

Apr. 

18 

Wood Rush 

May 3/4 

Chinese Elm 

Apr. 

18 

Dog Violet (conspersa)May 3/4 

Red Maple 

Apr. 

18/19 

Early Meadow Rue 

May 4 

Blue Cohosh 

Apr. 

20 

Jack-in-the-pulpit 

(May 4 ) 

Bloodroot 

Apr. 

22 

Cursed Crowfoot (see 

il)May 4/5 

Shepherd's Purse 

(Apr. 

23) 

White Ash 

May 8 

Beaked Hazel (pollen) Apr. 

24 

Fringed Polygala 

May 12 

Red Trillium 

Apr. 

26/27 

Wild Geranium 

May 13/l6 

Forsythia Spp. 

Apr. 

26/27 

Wild Sarsaparilla 

May 16 


Spring growth at the beginning of April was delayed by about 10 days but 
gradually recovered to about 5/6 days behind at the end of the month. Warm 
weather during the first week of May quickly brought spring growth right back to 
normal by May 5 and oven slightly ahead by the end of May. Some flowering dates 
obtained from Muskoka in mid-May averaged out at about 5/6 days behind those 
recorded in the Bronte area. 

June turned out to be a cool month and the flowering schedule slipped back 
to about l/2 days behind normal until July. The flowering record throughout July 
and August was on the average from 1 to 2 days earlier than in 1979. By September 
and October things were once again slightly later. The peak of fall colour was 
reached about Oct. 20/21 (l/2 days later than 1979) and the woods wore essentially 
bare by Nov. 10. 

One of the last plants to bloom was the Witch Hazel with the first blooms 
opening on Sept. 28/29 and the last blooms withering on December 4 after a hard 
freeze. 

The graph on the following page shows the season as it was compared to an 
average calculated from 1972-1980. Data beyond July is not shown since there is 
not yet sufficient data to establish an average from my records. 

If any of our members would like to contribute phonological data from other 
areas, I would be happy to compile it and include it in future issues for compar¬ 
ison. 
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SEASONAL CHART FOR BRONTE AREA 1980 



(This instalment continues the journey after leaving Rust, passing St. Margrethe, 
Esterhazy Palace, Baden, the Vienna Woods and Mayerling. Ed.) 


Striking southwest, we headed into the "lako" country, skirting Mondsee and 
winding into St. Gilgen on the Wolfgangsea. Such picturesque country - snow-capped 
peaks - spring meadows - mountain paths - visits to a nature sanctuary of hog-like 
quality - excursions to St. Wolfgang, Badischl (a summer locale frequented by Aust¬ 
rian royalty) - a day in Salzburg on the fast-flowing Salzach River, visiting the 
Hohensalzburg Portress dating back 900-plus years - so much that is reminiscent of 
Mozart - the wall-to-wall shopping area in the old town on the narrow Getreidegrasse 
- no motor traffic - just people! A day here is not long enough to explore but then 
we are on a nature tour and cities in this instance are really not our "bag". AfAer 
Dinner in the quaint old town, we entered Mirabell Gardens in the new section while 
awaiting our bus for the return to St. Gilgen. Enrapt with the beautiful statuary, 

I hoard the rattle of keys and the clang of gates. We almost had to spend the 
night there, they were locking-up just before dark. 

Birds seen in the vicinity of St. Gilgen were Chaffinch, Fieldfare, Mistie- 
thrush, Tit species, a questionable Bonelli's Warbler, Jays, Wagtails, Bull inc , 
Red-backed Shrike. Here, too, I saw a small Roo Deer descend the mountain near 
St. Wolfgang, while awaiting the return of our party from a climb. 

Plants were abundant. Noted were the Sessile Oak, Field Maple and European 
Mountain Ash Trees; small-leaved Lime, Spindle-tree (European Euonymous), and 
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Nature Tour of Austria (continued) 

Common and Scarlet-berried Elders. We saw European Wild Ginger,Wild 
Strawberry, Golden Saxifrage, Enchanter's Nightshade,Violets,Sorrels, 

Wild Geranium which included a charming burgundy shade named "phaeum",! 
Lungwort,Scabious, Herb Paris,Cuckoo-pint or Lords=and-Ladies, Small 
Cranberry, Cowberry,Marsh Andromeda, Bearberry, Tormentil,Bogbean, 
Pennyroyal, Spurge,Wild Garlic,Water Avens, Lady's Mantle,Globe Flower, 
Comfrey,spotted-leaf Purple Orchids of the genus Dactylorhiza growing 
everywhere in moist meadows, Pink Alpine Bistort also lush in a meadow, 
a Birthwort with heart-shaped leaves and pale yellow flowers of an unusual 
and distinctive shape. Nettles, Speedwells,May Lily, Mossy Sandwort,Mossy 
Saxifrage, Ribwort Plaintain, Toothworts, Cowwheat,Bilberry,Solomon's Seal, 
the lovely shrub Daphne Mezereum-many old plant friends and new. 

Heading south from Salzburg enroute to Bruclc our next headquarters,we 
stopped at Golling, Church service was just over and many of the people 
were dressed in costumes, apparently in celebration of a religious festi¬ 
val. One lady in particular took our attention. She wore a costume more 
appropriate to the last century-gold-green bombazine with bustle,clinched 
waist and black braid trim,topping it off with a fancy black bonnet tied 
under her chin. She reminded me so much of the lady in the Schneider's 
Bacon advertisement currently on T.V. and I very much wanted to take her 
picture. A photographer friend and I quietly pondered this idea but were 
afraid to do so but in afterthought, we both felt that she would willingly 
have posed for us, as she turned with a proud smile-and we smiled back, 
sorry that we had missed the opportunity of recording this unusual garb. 

A side trip into Gollinger's Falls here was very regarding. In 
consulting the map, I realize that this area is a short distance south¬ 
east of the ill-famed Berchtesgaden of World War 11 fame. The madly 
rushing water is beautiful and behind the curtain of mist, we could 
discern a second falls coming in at right angles to the one at which we 
were gazing and creating a large overall cataract. Here we saw the Ouzel 
or Dipper darting in and out of the heavy mist and torrent so rapidly that 
we never could decide just where the nest was located. We were enchanted 
to see our first Alpine Clematis draped over the rock and a unique Poly- 
gala(white with a "yellow" nose-:not the madder tone which we are used to 
seeing) . 

On to 3ruck-our headquarters for the next four days at the delight¬ 
ful Horl Pension.This is a lovely town and we thoroughly enjoyed our 
stay there. A cuckoo was our alarm clock each morning but he eluded us 
in sighting. 


On to Krimml and the long trail winding up the mountains past a serie 
of madly rushing falls. This was a day to remember. There were plants 
galore including familiar ferns and trees. Dippers were present here 
also at the falls. Here we saw one of the most attractive(to rae)plants- 
a pale lilac fringed bell about 4-9 crn.high - Dwarf Soldanella - a member 
of the Primrose Family. 

I did not make it to the top and the final falls but I could view 
it from a vantage point. Of those who completed the climb,only a few 
caught a glimpse of the Chamois at the summit, I neglected to make a 
note of the distance but it is a very long climb but worthwhile with the 
lovely vistas and the madly rushing water which feeds the Salzach River 
flowing through Salzburg. 


(continuad on next page) 
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Nature Tour of Austria (cdntinued) 

A repetitious sign in German in this area translated read; "Sensible 
people do not litter in the forest nor on the path. For others it is forbidden ". 
How apt but I felt it lost something in translation of the last word-VERBOTEN 
seemed so much more emphatic. The signs were effective-there was no litter. 

We waited three days for our trip into the Grossglockner due to the 
roads still being blocked with snow. It was the end of the first week in June 
and some said it wa 3 a late season but then some of the roads in our own Rocky 
Mountains cannot be traversed until, after mid-June. 

We encountered our first truly Alpine meadow. What a thrill! Crocus 
were emerging almost before our eyes, early small blue Genetian,a tiny yellow 
ball of the Wild Star-of-Bethlehem, white Alpine Butterwort,dozens of plants 
of Hellebore(not yet in bloom),Scurvy-grass,Curly Dock,Eyebright,Bugleweed, 

Marsh Marigolds lining the rills coursing down the mountainsides and,wonder of 
wonders, a splendid specimen of Botrychium lunaria "Moonwort"(fern family), 
growing on a stump. 

Ascendant once again and we gradually drove into the snow. Some 
of our group snapped pictures against the snow walls which marked where there had 
been huge drifts, identifying their shots with"Austria 1980" carved in the 
walls of snow. On a plateau directly across the road, we 'flower' people trudged 
a short distance through the roadside snow to see the plants emerging as the snow 
melted on this "table" from the brilliant sunshine. Here were Crocus and Saxi¬ 
frage in abundance. 

Our next stop at a pulloff was interesting but ominous. The snow 
on the mountain side of the road towered over our minibuses. Guards were across 
the road on the valley side with walkie-talkies. We had crossed over to the 
valley side of the road and were engrossed with the emergence of a vast number 
of alpine Marmots. I walked a short distance up the roadside and suddenly heard 
a loud noise which I likened to the sound of a fast express train. Shouts of 
"avalanche" and when you watched the speed at which the snow was travelling, no 
explanation was needed of how lives are lost. They ordered removal of our buses 
and indeed we were not reluctant to leave. 

A short distance and we were driving through a green valley in high 
contrast to the section we had just left. Here the reddish plants of Moss 
Heather lined the roadside on the rocky outcrop along with Purple Saxifrage. 

Here, too, our co-leader climbing up over the outcrop, found the other Daphne- 
D. cneorum-Garland Flower. 

Ascending again, we drove through lengthy snowsheds and arrived at the 
Grossgloclcner(highest point in the Austrian Alps)-snow everywhere and the 
forbidding glacial moraine spread before us. Choughs,resident member of the 
blackbird family, with red beaks and feet, were here in quantity. It is awe¬ 
inspiring and the wonderment of the ingenuity and engineering feats which make 
it possible to be in such close proximity, make one feel humble. 

On the return trip, we came on a meadow replete with Pulsatilla 
(A,nemone or Pasqueflower), popping up and opening before our very eyes. The 
first specimen discovered was much photographed, and we then pursued many others 
on the mountainside, glorying in our discovery but somewhat dismayed to return 
and find our first subject had been picked! In the words of the song;"It's the 
same the whole world over"-Shthfriking people just cannot curb their urge to pick- 
and leave the plants alone for other to enjoy. 

Our trip in the high Alps was drawing to a close and we left Bruck 
the next morning heading for the lake country. Enroute we made a roadside stop. 
There again was the Alpine Clematis on the rock wall,readily available for photo¬ 
graphy. Across the road was a stand of a plant familiar to us-the Goatsbeard 
(Tragopogon dubius)-the finest I have ever seen. Growing nearby were clumps of 
Hepatica(azure blue in colour). There also we found our first Cowslip growing will 
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Mature Tour of Austria (continued) 

We stopped for lunch at Lake "Gosausee"-a gem set in the towering, 
heavily-wooded mountains - and here there were Cowslips everywhere, 

Thence to Hallstatt on Hallstattersee-the town built on a narrow 
plateau bordering the east side of the lake, and rising tier on tier with 
buildings of great antiquity, right to the top of the mountains. We arrived here 
ona Saturday and it was wall-to-wall people. Our location was the Hotel Grunner 
Baum(Green Tree) opposite a lovely little square. The streets were so narrow 
that only compact cars, or people on foot, could negotiate them. Tourist boats 
were on the lake. Mute Swans and a few ducks floated by,quite used to all the 
activity, Buildings and retaining walls were replete with Kenilworth Ivy in 
pole mauve bloom. We went our own way-some to the local museum which they said 
was of. extreme interest but as the records were Teutonic, it made it difficult 
to translate the data. The consensus of opinion was that Hallstatt would be on 
excellent place to go again but not on a weekend. 

On Monday, we moved eastward with frequent stops, arriving in Vienna 
in the late afternoon. Tuesday morning, some of us took a bus tour of the 
"Zentrum" (centre of this magical city) , viewing the architecture of the Hofburg 
(home of Hapsburg royalty for generations), and the buildings, parks,statuary, 
the Ringstrasse encompassing "old Vienna" and created by Franz Joseph in 1057- 
the ti y lane-like streets defying description. I love to watch the New Year's 
■programme of the Vienna Philharmonic on Buffalo Public TV each season. Now I 
have seen their "home". I had also made 1 up my mind to go to the famous old 
Hotel Sacher and have Sachertorte and Coffee mit Schlag. This is now a fait 
accompli. 

We toured Scho'nbrunn Palace and viewed the public rooms and person¬ 
ally saw the rich furnishings and relics which heretofore had only been avail¬ 
able to us in pictures in books which we had hurriedly read in preparation for 
the trip. This- summer p alace and its gardens is immense and yet for all of its 
lavish furnishings and decor, lacks the "people" comfiorts which we take for 
granted-running water, etc. The gorgeous porcelain stoves were to us a wonder¬ 
ment. A brief stop was made at Belvedere Palace on the return journey. I-Iere 
again-bne day i3 not Ion.; enough to "mosey"-there is so much of interest to see. 

The memories that remain of Vienna and the Austrian countryside are 
many, I was taken with the flower shops on every hand and could hardly resist 
the temptation to attempt to carry home a huge bouquet. They were the only 
reasonable commodity to be purchased and ran the gamut of.flowers in and out of 
season as well as tropical blooms, 

Tlie many-hued houses-row on rpw; casement windows; dormers ;cupolas; 
nansard roofs; wide streets; narrow streets;baroque churches; a wealth of cul¬ 
tural 'Gildings; so many trees and parks; flowers both domestic and wild every- 
w ere, a combining to make Austria a country which has preserved its treasures 
rather than suffer the loss of heritage as we are forced to do here in Canada 
where ouildings are razed with complete abandon-not to mention the destruction of 
our frees and landscapes if, a new road is deemed to be needed (whether it is 
or not). We are poorer for the misdirection. One sometimes wonders if our 
elected officials suffer from over-ambition with little regard for well-thought- 

out ideas of preservation, and over-embracement of the cliche"0ff with the old-- 
on with the new"! 

Memories of a small country-chalet-type houses on neat plots of land- 
ti y garden plots-woodpiles so orderly they amazed us with their precision-village; 
with Maypoles still in position-mountain vistas so beautiful-row-houses with 
lovely gardens in the rear-good roads and the sensible use of them - electric 
railroads sans pollution-the congeniality of the people-a vacation to cherish ! 


mnm WhUe P ennin S this account of our trip, I am reminded of an incident 

trail 0 ' I Tf!' 50 ZeU See, ’'° ”° tol ' ed part ' My up “ "Obtain to a 
1 " ai1 ' 1 elect ed to remain at the bus and occupied my time, while the 

(continued on page 12l) 
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Nature Tour of Austria - (cont'd from page 120) 

rest of the party proceeded up the steep trail, admiring the numerous plants, con¬ 
versing with people who emerged from the heights and, while sitting in the bus, 
watching the cattle just over the fence, who obviously belonged to a chalet and 
small farm up the steep hill, I realized that the cattle had very, somewhat short, 
muscular legs, rather different in stature to our cattle. Shades of over 60 years 
ago, when very young and in company with my Grandfather, I was on a farm in the 
Caledon Hills. I remembered "wondering how the cows ever kept their footing on the 
steep slope", whereupon he explained, with a twinkle in his eye: Well, you see, 
Marion, they are built with legs on one side shorter than on the other and that en¬ 
ables them to keep their balance on the hills." How sweet are such childhood mem-, 
ories! The Humour remains. I still recalled the incident that day in far-off Austria 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 


Number cf species recorded to February 10, 1981 - 97 
- indicates first record for the year 


Great Blue Heron 

Feb. 

8 

1 River Road W of Cayuga McLaughlin, Read, Waldhube 

Mute Swan 

Jan. 

10 

10 Bronte Lakeshore 

Michael Clark 


Feb. 

7 

9 Bronte Harbour 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Le sser Snow Goose 

Jan. 

24* 

1 East end of Bay 

Michael Clark 


Feb. 

8 

1 Bronte Lakeshore 

Michael Clark 

Blue Goose 

Feb. 

7 

3 Howard Ave Oakville 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Gadwall 

Jan. 

17 

14 Bronte 

Michael Clark 

Pintail 

Jan. 

17, 24 

1 East end of Bay 

Michael Clark 

Green-winged Teal 

Jan. 

24 

10 East end of Bay 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Baldpate 

Feb. 

7* 

2 Howard Ave Oakville 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Redhead 

Ja.n. 

24 

20 East end of Bay 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Canvasback 

Jan . 

21, Feb. 6 1 East end of Bay 

Robert Curry et al. 

Greater Scaup 

Jan . 

10 

1000 East end of Bay 

Michael Clark 


Jan. 

17 

2700 East end of Bay 

Michael Clark 


Jan. 

31 

3000 East end of Bay 

Michael Clark 

Tufted Duck 

Jan. 

24) 1 male East end of Bay 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Jan. 

31 

1 East end of Bay 

Michael Clark 

Barrow's Goldeneye 

Jan. 

25 2 males East end of Bay 

Ron Ridout 


Feb. 

7 l 

male Brant Inn site 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Hooded Merganser 

Jan. 

10 

1 Dundas Sewage Canal 

Michael Clark 

Red-br. Merganser 

Feb. 

7# 

2 Gray's Rd.; Beach Canal K. McLaughlin 

Sharp-shinned 

Jan. 

17* 

1 Sulphur Springs 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Hawk 

Jan. 

24 

1 Patterson Tract Rockton Bruce Duncan 


Jan. 

24 

1 Caledonia 

Bruce Duncan 


Jan. 

30 

1 Golf Links Road 

Rr.bert Curry 

Cooper's H awk 

Jan. 

17 

1 East end of Bay 

Robert Waldhuber 


Jan. 

19 

1 Taquanyah Ccns. Area 

Bruce Duncan 

Rough-legged Hawk 

Jan . 

3 

2 Mount Hope 

Jack Hanna 


Feb. 

8 

4 York, Ont. 

McLaughlin, Read, Waldh 1 

Black Gyrfalccn 

Feb. 

2* 

1 Canfield 

Jack Mclnally 

Merlin 

Jan . 

9*, 20 

, 23 1 Hwy 8 above Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 


Feb. 

2 

1 H wy 8 abcve Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Glaucous Gull 

Jan. 

21 

11 Port Credit 

R. Curry, J. Olmsted 

Kumlien's Gull 

Jan . 

21 

1 Port Credit 

R. Curry, J. Olmsted 

Thayer's Gull 

Jan. 

21 

1 Port Credit 

R. Curry, J. Olmsted 

Snowy Owl 

Jan. 

3 

1 Airport Rd Mt. Hope 

Jack Hanna 


Feb. 

8 

1 Mount Hope Airport 

McLaughlin, Read, Waldhu. 

Long-eared Owl 

Feb. 

8 

5 Strathcarne Place, 

Curry, Olmsted, Read, 




Mount Hope 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Short-eared Owl 

Feb. 

8* 

25 5 mi W of Hagersville 

McLaughlin, Read, Waldhu 

Saw-whet Owl 

Jan . 

10* 

1 Upper Middle Read 

Bob Westmore 


Feb. 

1 

1 at Bronte Road 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Belted Kingfisher 

Feb. 

6 

1 Golf Links Road 

Robert Curry 

Yellow-sh. Flicker 

Jan . 

10 

4 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Red-headed 

Jan . 

23* 

1 1 mi NW of Cayuga 

Bruce Duncan 

Woodpecker 

Feb. 

8 

1 Ntv c f Cayuga 

McLaughlin, Read, Waldhu 

Red-bellied 

Dec. 

26 

1 The Oriskany, Cayuga 

Mike Furber 

Woodpecker 

Fdb. 

5* 

1 Reed's Rd E of Taquanyah Bruce Duncan 


Feb. 

8 

1 At feeder of J. D. Campbell 


Centre Rd N r f 5 Side road Dfn Ca mpbell 
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H orned Lark 

Jan. 

1 

8 Mud Street 

Curry, B. Jones, T. Mason 


Jan. 

3 

30 Mount Hope 

Jack Hanna 

N. Horned Lark 

Feb. 

8 

30 Mount Hope 

R. Curry, J. Olmsted 

Jan. 

17 

20 Binbrcok area 

Bob Westmore 

Hoyt's Horned Lark 

Jan. 

17 

70 Binbrook area 

Bob Westmore 

Common Crow 

Jan. 

13 

2700 King St. West roost 

Michael Clark 

Brown Creeper 

Jan. 

24 

2 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Carolina Wren 

N. Mockingbird 

Jan. 
Jan. 

1* 

4* 

1 Bolibw Tamahaac Club 

1 West 22nd St. 

Curry, Bryant, Jones, Masc 
R. Curry et al. 

American Robin 

Jan. 

24 

2 Stoney Ck Ball Park 

Susan Waldhuber 

Feb. 

3 

22 Parkside Dr. Dundas 

Michael Clark 

Hermit Thrush 

Feb. 

3 

20 Top o n Ewan Road 

Eunice Smillie 

Jan. 

1 

1 Below Tamahaac Club 

Bryant, Curry, Jones, Masc 

Golden-cr. Kinglet 

Dec. 

26 

4 The Oriskany, Cayuga 

Mike Furber 

Cedar W’axwing 

Feb. 

8 

7 H wy. 8 above Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Red-winged Bl. 

Jan. 

23 

6 857 Eagle Dr. Burlington Laurel North 

Jan. 

15 

1 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruc- Duncan 

Brown-headed 

Feb. 

2 

1 Eagle Dr. Burlington 

Laurel North 

Cowbird 

Feb. 

5 

6 Cedar Ave. Burlington 

Ruth Sumners 


Feb. 

8 

2 Mount Hope 

R. Curry, J". Olmsted 

Common Redpoll 

Jan. 

23 

■ 12 in birch, 857 Eagle Dr 

Laurel North 


Jan. 

25 

30 Coronation Pk Oakville 

McLaughlin, Waldhuber 

Pine Siskin 

Jan. 

21; 30 

5 Hwy. 8 above Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 


Feb. 

6 

9 Hwy. 8 above Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 


Feb. 

8 

14 27 Skyline Dr Dundo.s 

Michael Clark 

Red-eyed Towhee 

Jar. 

1 on 

1 Dovercourt St BurlingtcnFred & Marie Ducheneau 

Chipping Sparrow 

Jan. 

4* 

1 Willow Cove 

R. Curry, J. Olmsted 

Field Sparrow 

Feb. 

2 

1 Bedford Pk Grimsby 

George Meyers 

Jan. 

1* 

3 Dundas Dump 

Bryant, Curry, Jones, Masc 

White-crowned 

Jan. 

4 

1 Willow Cove 

R. Curry, J. Olmsted 

Sparrow 

Feb. 

8 

1 River Rd W of Cayuga 

McLaughlin, Read, Waldhubc 

Lapland Longspur 

Jan. 

1 

4 Mud Street 

Bryant, Curry, Jones, Mas- 


Jan. 

11 

15 1 mi NW of Cayuga 

Bruce Duncan 


Feb. 

8 

4 Mount Hope 

R. Curry J. Olmsted 


Feb. 

8 

25 River Rd 1 mi W f f Cayuga McLaughlin, Read 

Snow Bunting 

Jan. 

3* 

25 Mount Hope 

Jack Hanna 


Jan. 

17 

1000 Binbrook area 

Bob Westmore 


Please send your bird records by the 10th c f the month to George VI. North, 
857 Eagle Drive, Burlington, Ont., L7T 3A3, or phene 634-5463 


CRICKET FROG AT LAKE ERIE 

On May 19, 1940 I was walking out the beach at Turkey Point on Outer 
Long Point Bay, Lake Erie, and when I was a few hundred feet beyond where the marina 
now cuts through the strand I heard a peculiar fairly loud ticking sound coming from 
the flooded marsh grass to my right. Thinking it might be a bird 1 waded in to the 
very shallow water until I came near to the source c.f the sound. It was coming from 
the north side of a very small pi nd in the scanty marsh grass that was just pushing 
its way above the water.As there was not enough grass to hide a bird 1 presumed it 
must be a frig, it was net till many years later that 1 heard a recording of a ft 
Cricket Frog and it was exactly as 1 had heard it at Turkey Point. I do not knew 
the status of the Cricket Frog in Ontario, but 1 have never heard it again. 


George Vi. North 
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The WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists' 
Club and is produced by volunteer members of the Club. The WOOD DUCK 
is published 9 times yearly from September to May inclusive and it is 
mailed free to members. Contributions for publication are most welcome 
and should be addressed to the Editor, Ron Hepworth, 259 Buston Road, 
Burlington, Ont. L7L 4V8. Deadline for receipt of material is the 1st 
of the month preceding publication date. Articles may be reprinted 
without permission but credit lines would be appreciated. Send Note¬ 
worthy Bird Records to Geo. North, 857 Eaglo Dr,Burlington, Ont.L/i 3A3 
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